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One of Theodore Luktis’ most significant early works, the artist completed this accomplished 
painting when he was twenty-one years old, as he was finishing his studies at the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Many of Luktis’ influences are on display in this bold, colorful painting; 
from the distinct American Impressionist style of his teachers, Richard E. Miller and Karl 
Buehr, to the artist’s interest in Chinese textiles and Japanese woodblock prints. Oriental 
Harmony is a classic work of Decorative Impressionism, coupling a realistically painted 
figure, which reveals the artist’s academic training, with a highly stylized background. 
Luktis’ teacher, Richard E. Miller, stated his goal was to restore a decorative element 
to painting. This work, featuring an American model in a Chinese robe, seated before a 
painted Japanese screen, exemplifies the ways in which Luktis adopted and continued 
Miller’s aim. 

Theodore Luktis was born in Hungary and moved to Los Angeles in 1922 after studying 
art at Washington University and the Art Institute of Chicago. In Southern California, he 
built a career painting portraits of prominent local residents and later established the 
Luktis Academy of Fine Arts, where he taught many well-known California landscape and 
figurative painters. 












